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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

   It is indeed an honor and a privilege to represent the Ohio Elks Association as your State President for 2012-2013. I am grateful for the confidence you have placed in me and look forward to working with the members of this outstanding organization as we continue BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES across the state of Ohio.

   Members of the Elks in this great state of Ohio have always been united in a common goal. To continue to grow in the ability to help and provide for others. Traveling throughout this State the past 6 years in preparation for becoming President I have witnessed again and again the outstanding accomplishments and investments that your lodges have made in  BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES.
   With this years motto of  Ohio Elks “Building Stronger Communities”  in mind. I would  suggest that the most essential part of any building process is a plan. And I would recommend to the leaders of every lodge in the state to organize and formulate a 1year, 3year, and 5year plan for the future of your Lodge. In that plan you might investigate the needs not being met in your communities. Formulate a way to support that charity or program better than anyone else, and you become a name brand in your hometown. Membership should also be a vital part of your planning. Do you have a committee, a chairperson, a plan to bring in or bring back 50 or 100 members? Planning for your lodge’s future is not wishful thinking. Planning is a crucial step and a plan of action that will insure the success and the future of your lodge.
   A special goal of mine this year is to help establish a renewed commitment to our State Major Project Cerebral Palsy. I am requesting that every lodge hold one additional fundraiser for CP this year and earmark those funds for the CP Endowment. With your support of this Fund we can ensure our ability to grant the requests for financial assistance from the organizations specializing in helping those with Cerebral Palsy.

   The Ohio Elks Association and its officers are here to assist you, your Lodge,

And you’re District. Please visit the OEA website often for an abundance of updated information.
   Let’s all make a plan for the future, continue working together, and have a Great Year doing the work of Elks and BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES.

